CANAJOHARIE LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY

LIBRARY COLLECTION POLICY

OVERVIEW


The Canajoharie Library & Art Gallery maintains collections of library materials in order to fulfil its mission as defined by the Library Plan of Service. Library collections are provided for use by the community. The library will not collect materials for which use can not be projected.  Materials are included in the collection if they have contemporary significance, enduring value, or both. The library upholds the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights and Freedom to Read Statements but maintains the sole right of local interpretation of those statements.

COLLECTION SCOPE

The library collection will be shaped by our users and their needs.  The scope of the collection will be limited primarily by the needs of our users and the funding necessary to acquire and maintain the collection.  The collection will serve users of all ages and backgrounds and will provide information on diverse subjects and viewpoints. Items beyond the scope of the collection include highly technical materials, materials that promote illegal activity, inflammatory or sensational items, information on fringe viewpoints or beliefs, and pornography. In most cases we will use the collections of other libraries to meet legitimate need for any of these materials. 


The collection will be segmented by age level and genre as deemed appropriate by the director.

FORMATS


The library will collect materials in any format in demand by our users.  Current formats include print (hardcover, paperback, magazine and newspaper), audiovisual (audiocassettes, videocassettes, CD Audio, DVD), and electronic (Internet, electronic books, CD-ROM).  Internet sites will be considered a part of the library collection covered by this policy if they are linked directly to the Canajoharie Library & Art Gallery web site or a library system web site to which we directly link. 

ACQUISITIONS



The library will acquire materials by purchase or gift to meet the community needs as defined above.  Materials are selected for acquisition by the director, who may delegate specific tasks to staff members.  The book committee assists the director in identifying items for purchase based on community needs.  Selections are ordinarily based on reviews in the professional literature.  Gift books are held to the same standards as other acquisitions.  Any gifts become the sole property of the Canajoharie Library & Art Gallery and may be used or disposed of as determined by the director and board.


In some cases, at the director’s discretion, materials may be acquired in a cooperative manner with other institutions. 

COLLECTION MAINTENANCE


Materials will be removed from the collection when they cease to meet the needs of our users.  The primary criteria for removal are lack of use, condition and accuracy/timeliness.  Materials that become missing will be replaced if they continue to meet the criteria for acquisition.  The director will be responsible for collection maintenance. 

PUBLIC INPUT


Library users are encouraged to comment on their perceptions of the collection. Users may suggest materials for acquisition and removal from the collection.  In all cases, however, the protocol used for these decisions will be that defined in the Acquisition and Collection Maintenance sections of this policy.  


Questions as to the appropriateness of materials for the scope of the collection will be answered by the director.  Such questions are to be treated as individual suggestions and opinions.  The library will make every effort to meet individual needs but will not compromise the collection or policy. Users may make suggestions or share concerns by telephone, in person or in writing.  In general, concerns will be answered in the format in which they were presented.  Users who are not satisfied with the response from the director may write to the board of trustees, whose determination will be final. 
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